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128 NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

yet appeared. It is unquestionably true, that the effect of repeated edi- 
tions of the very best treatises upon the leading topics in the law, must 
be somewhat perceptible, in marring their original symmetry of proportion, 
since many of its sections and chapters gain, or lose, in relative import- 
ance, with the advancing life of trade and commerce, quite in an inverse 
ratio to each other. But Mr. Bennett is so much of a lawyer, and has 
had so much experience in book-making, that he contrives, better than 
most editors, to preserve the original symmetry of his author. He has 
here given us a greatly improved edition of a most excellent work. 

I. F. K. 

Reports of Cases akgced and determined in the Supreme Court of the State 
or Wisconsin. By Philip L. Spooner, Official Reporter. Vol. XIII. Contain- 
ing cases decided at the June Term, 1860, not before reported, and most of the 
cases decided at the January Term, 1861. Madison, Wisconsin: Atwood & 
Rublee. 1862. 

We have examined this late volume of Reports from the comparatively 
new State of Wisconsin, and have been struck with the evident superi- 
ority of most of the opinions of the judges to those which often appear 
of late in the reports of the older and more commercial States. It may 
be a false conceit of our own into which we have fallen, without any suffi- 
cient reason ; but it has seemed to us, from a hasty and imperfect exami- 
nation of many of the later volumes of reports in those States where there 
is the greatest pressure upon the time, of the judges, as if the opinions 
were losing all reliableness of character, as guides to the law. Almost 
every question of law is evaded, or dodged, so to speak, and the case 
decided upon some forced, and often false construction of facts, in order 
to avoid the responsibility of settling a contested question of law. 

There is, perhaps, some excuse for this, where the judges have to sit in 
court three hundred days in the year; but, after all, it is ruin to the 
jurisprudence of a State, and will prove bad economy in the end. The 
State ought to provide such a force upon its highest judicial tribunal, that 
the cases can be fully heard, and fairly considered and decided, in a 
straight up and down way, and not by resort to that degree of chevisance 
and evasion, which would be regarded as constructive fraud in the parties 
to a sale by an insolvent debtor. 

Mr. Spooner's part of the work is faithfully and laboriously performed, 
as it ought to be, since there are few positions of more responsibility than 
that of the reporter of legal decisions. I. P. R. 



